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Wi1cn I.anfranc was rnadc Archbishop of 

Canterbury in 1070 one of the l'i rst things he 
did was to restore the Cathedral. After that he 
built himself a palace and th e site he chose 
was jus t inside the north wall, despite the fact 
it was already full of domestic housing. A total 
of 2.7 houses were pulled clown to make way 
for it and the street in which they stood was 
diverted wesnvards, creating the awkvvarcl clm1-
blt bend a t one encl of Palace Street where it 
joins the Borough. Until then the street had 
run straight fron1 Northgatc into the city. Tt 
seems possiblc that the 2 7 dispossessed ten ­
ants were re-housed on the opposite side of 
Palace Street for (not counting St J\lphege 
Church) there arc exactly 27 plots on that side 
of the street tod ay. 
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The fine map of Canterbury, produced by 
Andrews and Wren in I 778, refers to Palace 
Street as AI'phaba Street and St Alphege 
Church as St. Alphaba's. This gives soIT1c 
indication of the importance of the church in 
its relationship to the rest of the area at that 
time. The map also pinpoints the red pump 
that stood al the junction ot Palace Street 
with Orange Street, then called Prince of Or­
ange Street. One of the pump's uses in me­
dieval times was to keep the rushes damp in 
the nearby rush market, rushes being used in 
most households as floor coverings. At one 
time the stretch of road from Orange Street to 
St Alphegc Lane was actually known as I he 
Reel Pump. 
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1
T:iday the red pump is fastened to the wall of 

.NiJ. 1 beside th e double doors on the firs t floor. 
i:or at least a hundred years there have been 
ll'a t her rn erchants at this address . During the 
lall er part of the 19th century it was occupied by 
Mununery Bros., who described themselves as tan­
ne rs, curr iers and legging manufacturers. lhe 
building is mid to late I ~t' century. It is on three 
s toreys, of bu ff bri ck, with a tiled roof containing 
four gable ts . The first floor has double-hung 
sashes set in stone architraves with cornices and 
pilasters. ·rl1e building is squared off at the corner 
and its or iginal en trance on the ground floor cov­
ered with wood panelling. 

No. 2 was a butcher's shop but 
over the years it has engaged in a 
number of different trades rang­
ing from a chemis ts to a green­
grocers. ll is an early L~t ' century 
building that was altered at a 
later date, three storeys high, of 
buff brick. On the fi rs t floor are 
three sash windows set in cam- : 
berecl recesses . The shop front is 
late I q th century with panelled 
risers . 

. No. 3 was once an old-established butche rs b elong­
ing to Thomas W. Young. In exis t en ce in I 882, it 
was s till going strong 40 yea rs later. The orig inal 
building has been replaced by a modern infill o f 
brick and glass, three s toreys high , w ith a flat roof. 

./NrJS. 4 and~'i are part of a sing le timber-fram ed 
building three storeys high, of paint eel bri ck, with 

a moulded eaves cornice . The 
shop fronts are early I ~t' cen­
tury and No. 4 h as pa ne ll ed 
ri sers . Toward s the end o f the 
las t century No. 4 belonged to 
a cork cutter called Brooks 

A and No. S 10 ·rhornas Eaton, a 
~ boot and shoemake r. In the 
:i 192 0s , No. 4 had become a 

boot-makers ,mcl No. :-i ,1 tai ­
lors. 

-J'VoJ: 4 and5 
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On the corner or Palace Street 

and Turnagain Lane is .Nr1. 15; 
which has an_l8 111 century l'a r,:a de. 
It s frontage appears to be b rick bur 
on closer examination proves to be 
mathematical tiles, painted over. lt 
is three storeys h.igh ,,vith a wooden 
rnoclillion cornice. The side eleva­
tion, which is stuccoed, has a 
round-headed door-case with a fan­

light and a six panelled door. This sire was occupied by 
Hugh, servant of th e Infirmary, c. 11 66. Then obscurity, 
until in the late 19111 century a su ccession of ltalian 
farnihes carne to live h ere. F. Offredi was a confectioner 
;_mcl pastry cook who occupied the prenlises from 1882 -
1898. In 1902 it was a restaurant in the hands of 
Signore J\1azzuchi and Locatelli . By the 1920s the 
Mediterranean influence had gone and it had become a 
teashop whose proprietor was A. Tyrrell. 

O n th e opposite corner of Turnagain Lane is .Nii. 7 a 

ti1nber-fram ed building with an 18'11 century fa<;ade. It 
is on three storeys, stuccoed, ,virh a stone coping. The 
shop t'ronL is early 19

111 
century and has a cornice 1--vit h 

brackets, panelled risers and reeded pilasters. On the 
len is an iron bracket holding a lantern. Inside the 
building is a finely n1ouldcd staircase and 18th century 
em bossed plasrenvork on t:he ceHing. Now a leather 
clo thing sh op, in the past Few decades it has twice been 
a grocers . 

_No. 8 is believed to have been built originally 

about the yeclr I 2S0 as the priest house of St 
Alphege Church. lt was then a small dwelling in 
typical Norman style with a first floor hall and 
an under-croft, measuring some l G by L 5 fe et. 
Both the church and the priest house remained 
unaltered until about 1495 when the plain stone 
front of the house was replaced by timber fra1n ­
ing with an overhang to the first floor. By 1665 
the priest house must have become too small 
for its purpose and a new larger rectory house 
was built: on the glcbe land between the house 
and the church. At the same time No. 8 was 
enlarged. The roof was removed, a second floor 
added and another roof put in place. lts func­
tion as a priest house was now at an encl and it 
was let to private occupiers. 

lnside :N,J. 8 the most striking feature is a 

central pier with double 
stone arches supporting 
massive oak joists. Above 
it is the room where the 
priest once had his living 
quarters, the floor paved 
with heavy stone flags. 
The walls of this 13' 1

' cen­
tury part of the building 
are of flint rubble with 

s rone dressings 
nearly two feet 
thick. 



In the lalter part of the 19 th century th e 
/~ro und fl oor had a small shop in front of t·h e 
cen tra l pier and a pa rlour behind it. Alter­
ations and additions were made at the rear 
and this involved the occupiers in a lawsu it 
with neighbours, who were awarded B4 in 
damages. It was about thi s time that th e 
premises became freehold so the defendants 
in the lawsuit may well have been the f'irst 
owners. 

• E dwin Holtum , described as a tobacconist 

and hai rcutter, lived in the hou se from 188 2 
to 1908. During thi s time the first of several 
dramati c a lterations took p lace . fn 1888 an 
old shop-fro nt was brought from elsewhere 
and fitted to the front of the hou se. Scroll ­
work and coil moulding were applied to th e 
brcssurncrs and strips of oak used to reno­
va te the old timbers. Today it has an im­
press ive medieval f.:1c;-ade with exposed .ioists 
and curved braces under an old til ed roof. 
The ,vindows arc continuous lan cets with 
leaded li ghts, the double lance ts on the 
ground floor h av ing Victorian Tudor Rose 
ornaments between th em. Grotesque carved 
brackets support, th e second floor overhang. 
On the groun d floor, also acting as support s, 
arc painted figureheads, said to be the legs 
of .an antique table, each side of a studded 
cYak door. 

Connectir1g 

No. 8 with St 
A lph ege 
Church ls a 
brick wall, ce-

l'i1gt l) 
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this wal l there on ce existed thl'. Old I< cc-
lOry, built in l (:i(:i'i when the priest house 
was no longer required. It was fi nally 
demolislu:d in 1876 when the li ving ot St 
Alphcgc was transferred to the tvfaster 
sh ip of Eas tbriuge Hospi tal. In th e wall 
neares t the church is a Gotl1ic 13

111 
cen 

tury s t·one doorway through which access 
was made to the rectory. Noth ing now 
remains of the ree l ory exce p t traces of 

b r i C k 
rounda ­
tions in 
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Church of St. Alphege 
with St. Margaret 
Bede mentions a church hereabouls in hi s ac­

count of a great fire in Canterbury in the year 624. 
The earliest site is though t lo have been a littlr to 
aw easr of the present one. lls name is derived 
f'ron1 Canterbury's Archbishop Alphege who con­
ducted a spiril eel defence or the city at the time of 
the Danish invasion in I Cl I I. For twenly clays the 
Danes la id siege to th e cit y, finally gaining en try 
when a traitor, said to be Ae lfmar, the abbot of St 
Augustine's Abbey, opened one of the ci ty gates. 
/\lphege took refuge inside the cathedral with his 
monks but, when t·he carnage became 100 dreacHul, 
ran outside and begged the enemy to be merciful. 
Ile was clapped in chains and the cathedral set on 
!'ire. Al the same lime many of the city's inhabi -
1·,u1 ts were rnkcn pris­
oner and sold into 
s lavery at the North 
Cate. Alphcgc was 
dragged about the 
cou ntry by his cap­
tors , eventually meet­
ing his death when he 
was pelted with ox 
bones during a 
drunken feast at 
Greenwich. 

l\1ge 11 

T11e present church of St 1-\lpbegt is 14111 
to I s1

" 

century, buill of !'lint with stone quoins and having a 
renewed tiled rooL It has a tower to the sou thwes t 
with a tile-hung stction and lancet windows sur ­
mounted by c1 hipped, tiled roof. At the tower base is 
a door set in a four-centred arch with hood moulding . 
The main windows of the church are double or triple 
lancets , some of which contain fragments of medi eva l 
stained g lass. Most of th e interior fittings and g lass 
elate from 1888 when the church was restored by I{ . 
Carpenter. Past rnernbers of its congregation includ ed 
John Caxton, a mercer, who died in I 48S and was 
buried in St Alphege's churchyard. ln his will he 
mentioned a brother, Thomas, who was a monk, but it 
is thou g h! th e re was <-1 second brother, Willia1n C.1x ­
ton, the printer. 

Another parishioner was Edmund Stapkgate, a.n emi ­
nent citizen and bailiff during the reign of Edward Ill, 
who took hi s name from the district at the north end 
of Palace Street. A second mcmbrr of the l',unily, 
Rober! Staplcgatr, is drscribecl as being 'of St 
Alphege' and of 'possessing several tcne1nents of !he 
hamlet'. 

In April l ~)8 2, due to a decli ne in attend ance, the 
church ceased to be used as a place of worship. In 
1 '.)83 the Can terbury Urban Studies Centre moved in 
and converted the building. An independ e nt educa­
tional charity, now calkd the Cant erb ury Environment 
Centre, its aim is to promo te interest in Canterbury 
and its surroundings, tbe future of the city, its people, 
planning and buildings. There is a full prograrnrnc of 
exhibitions and events calering for schools, visitors 
and local peopk and the building and its resources 
arc used by many seclions ot· the local corn rnunity 
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The Bell 
and Crown 

--..__J commemorate the mar-M riage of Prin ·ess Alice, 
0# .IO Queen Victoria's second daugh-

ter, to Prince Louis (afterwards 
Grand Duke of I lcsse). The 'Rell' s tands for the 
church bells which in those clays were rung i-o 

celebrate royal occasions. The bridal couple were 
the maternal grandparents of Earl Mount bat ten of 
Burma and his sister, Alice, mot her of' Prince 
Philip, Duke of' Edinburgh. In t·hc year 1200 the 
house on this site ( o. 10) was occupied by a man 
namecl P ·ter Cook who paid a quarterly rental of 
18 pence. 01 hers who followed him were Arnold 
of East ry, Thomas Chilham and /\clam Lebel. Wal­
ler Bosewync was a tenant here in 141]. In 1862 
Thomas Newman obtained his licen ·e and put up 
the sign ol' the Bell and Crown. Even t·hen the inn 
could only have occupied the premises of No. LO 
(not 10 and I l as it does now) for in 1882 .Henry 
Bailey was the innkeeper of No IO while next door 
at No I l was Nathan Moses, a fruiterer. 

Pagt.: 13 

The inn today consists of two timber­
framed houses, re-fronted, three storeys 
high, of brick with an old tiled roof. The 
upper storey of o LO is tile-hung and its 
windows arc restored casements and 
sashes. On the first floor the windows arc 
set in a surround of wide and narrow 
quoins . o. I I has imitation limber­
framing on the second floor which over­
hangs the l'loor below. On the first and 
second floors are mullioned windows and 
there is a bay on the ground floor. There 
is a door-case to 
the right with a 
semi-circular fan ­
light. Two hanging / ,...~ ,.,,._ "4 ..... l 

signs are attached ' ::' - 1 

to the building, one ·~ 
or them the inn 
sign, the other a ii 

smaller sign which, 1 

rightly or wrongly, 
states: 'Home of 
the Great British 1'liJ 

Shepherd's Pie 
........ ...,,.~-

since 1724'. 



fr1 ] 882 .Nt7, 12 was c1 boot 

warehouse lwlonging to 
Thomas Lcwcruler. Forty years 
later it was a confectioners 
run by a Mrs f\1. Gardner. lhe 
building is J 6 th 

century, 
timber-framed and re-f'rontcd, 
·with a tiled roof. lt is on two 
storeys and has a gable that is 
imitation tirnber-frtmwd and 
plastered. There are deco­
rated barge boards with pen­
dants . On the l'irst noor is a 

rnulli oncd vvindow and on the top floor a smaller 
window, also mullioned. 

A lrnndrf'd years ,1go .Ni,. I.l belonged to James 

Tl1on1;1s S;1rnson, t1 cork manufacturer, bur for Ci() 
y<' ,irs ,11 l<'ast it was i1 fried 
fish shop hut is nmv cl rPstau-

1 ·1 0 th r;rnt. t 1s ,m o century 
building on two storeys, of 
p ,linted brick. lt has a re­
s to red, 1 iled rnof with two 
h ipp ed dormers. l !nder the 
edge or the roof is cl moulded, 
wooden e.:1ves cornice. lt has 
;1 I C)

1h 
cenl 111-y 

Shop f'1 ont 

l'ugc I) 

.NcJ, 14. The building is actually 
one of a late I 811

' century pair. 

_',1\/tJ. 1s. Built on three storeys, 

No. l 4 is of red brick wil h a 
si1nplc 19 111 century shop-front 
which, at about the time it was 
fitted, accommodated a bulcher 
named George Wilkinson. No. 15 
is colour washed with a rusti­
cated base. it has a stone eaves 
cornice, a restored bow window 
and a round -headed door-case 
with a fanlight. This building 
was for many years a private ~ _15 
residence and only cornparativcly re- .. 
cently has the ground floor been used "'*cl"''0i1'""'":"''1rn11

"''"
10·'·'"''w-~'''""'.,t1c,,w,:Wi 

as a shop. 

.J\lo_ _l 6 was once the Albion Inn, cert ainly in 

existence in the latter part of the l ~t1 
century. In the 

street directory of 1882, the li ­
censee's name was John Jackson. 
By the l <)20s it had becorne a 
hairdressers which, it remained 
until recently. /\n I 8

11 1 
century 

building, it is on three floors, of 
painted brick, with an old tilcd 
roof It has an early I ~t' century 
shop-front and a recessed door-

case to the right 
with a moulded 
architrave. 
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~'AJtl1ough outvvardly a I (i 111 century tirnhcr­

fran1cd house, No. 17 

C~'cJnqi1est House, c1a1es rrom the 

e;irly years ol' the Norman Conquest. In I I 70 i I 
lwlongcd to Cillwrt lhe Citi1en (his neighbours 10 

t lw north \Vere Anselm, secretaries, ;rnd beyond 
him, Fachvarrl, son of Odbold). l·or a kw hours this 
l1rn1sc IH'UlllH' the hc,1dquartcrs of the fom knights 
vvho murdered Thomas Beckel. De Tracy, de 
l\1orville, f-'itzllrsc and 1.c Breton gatlwrecl here ,vith 
their nH·n hdm(' seeking an intL·1·v icvv with the 
Archbishop al his Palace ,1cross the road. One of 
Becket's cl('rks, Willian1 
1-'i I './. S 1 C p h (' n , \V h O \V cl S 

with him on the L1tcl\il 
nigh! of Decemlwr 2q11

' , 

I I TO, described it lhus: 
'I heir m<'n h;1d been 
rollcctcd in ;i g1Tat 
house _just opposite the 
gate of the Arch 
hi shop's C<Ht rt y;1rcl '. 
Th,11 house w;1s alrnost 
certainly Conq11cs1 
I louse, that has a Nor 
m a n under croft old 
vnough Io have be ­
longed to Cilhert's 
hrn1sc. 

l':1gc 17 

The prcscnl frontage is a rccon struc 
lion by an owner named Powell early 
I his century. Three s I orcys hig h, 
timber-framed with a plaster infill , it 
has three mullioned windows, one of 
them a bay through two storeys , sup­
ported on carved brackets . ·r hc 
ground floor has two recessed three 
light n1ullions and a continuous mu! 
lionccl bay of eight lights. Then· is .i 

door-ecisc lo the right which has fine, 
moulded spandrels. The roof is of the 
c:oll,1r purlin type but without a crovvn 
post and is set transversely across the 
hall, ending in a half-hip on the gar­
den sid e . The ground flo or room has 
a fine I i 11 century fireplace of narrow 
red brick above which was cliscovcrcd 
the painted royal coal of arms of 
Charles I. The room above, a timbc r­
franwcl hall. half of vvhich is open 10 
the roo!', the rest being overhung by .i 

large gallery, has a similar but srnallc r 
fireplace, also decorated with a coat of 
arms. This house has served n1any 
purposes in i Is clay, having been fro n1 
time to time an antique dealers, a 
grocers and a knitwear shop. 



_1Vi1. 1/1 is a I ?1 17 century timber framed building 

s1<1udiug on a 11<.uTow µlot only 11 foot wick. Some 
ancie nt walling still su rvives in the cellar, all that 
remains of an e<.ll' ly stone and flint building which 
s tood he re . There is much to suggest that 110. l 8 
w<.1s once ,m outbuilding to Conquest Hou se. /\ 
tunne l leading frorn the north encl of the Norman 
u ndercroft would seerr1 to confirm thi s. There is 
also a stone flagged passage which once connected 
Nos. I 7 and l 8 but is now blocked off in s ide the 
lobby e ntrance lo no. I 7. Thl' uppl'r storeys ol' 
f\J o.18 sti ll cx ll'nd over the rear part of lhl' passage. 
Peo ple living in the vicinity claim that horses once 
used this passagl' to gain access lo a yard ancl 
s tab le <.tt the n.-,tr. The building, which has an 18

th 

ce n t u ry fac,,ade, is three storeys high, of red brick, 
and has a basement. There is a stone coping and 
two sash windows set in moulded arc hi !raves. On 
the right is a door-case with pilasters and a dentil 
band, so called because it bears some resemblance 

to teeth. There 
arc two steps 
leadin g up lo the 

'' front door. Both 
nos. I 7 and 18 

'Historic 
of Kent' 

l' ;ige I u 

.Ni,. 1.9 the home 0 1· Mi :;s 

Ncthersolc, a d rC's sn1,1k cr. I o r ! v 
. yec1rs lzitcr it was h('inp; w ,c, (I ;1s 

~)tearooms . lt is ,1 t in1lwr l'r:1nw d 
~1builcling ,vith c1r1 C' arly I q11

' n·nt u1 ·y 
ac;,ac!C' , three i; I orcys hiP, l1 ,rnd 

hung ,,vith f'ish sc;1lc liks. O n the 
fir st floor is ;:1 t ri'c light h;i y vv in 
dow with decorative i r o n wor k at 
th(' base. 'The ground l'l <l0 1· l1 ,1s an 
early HY 1

' century shop t'ron l w i! h 
a rccclccl band and pila s te rs. 

. '.1\/tJ. zo seems c1hvays to h,1 ve · 
hf'en in llw c,1 1 ering lrn s in rss. For 
mc1ny yC';ws a h ;1kers ;rnd confec­
t inners, ,111 ,Hfrlit ional service 1v,1s , 
i11trocl11c cd in ihe twenties with i 
I c,1s ,rnd I ip; h I rdreshrnen1 s (no 
douht in npposi t ion to No. l C))_ To 
clay ii is c111 lndic1n rcsl,rnnmt The 
huilcling is I imlwr l'r,mwcl wilh ;rn 
e,ffly l <l' cenl Lrry l';i(ade. On three , 
slorcys ,rncl colonr 1vc1 .c;lwcl, ii has <1 
1q'1' cent11ry shop l'ronl wilh p,m ­
ellecl risN c; . Th0rr is a three li)?;hl 
bay win dow on th e second floor. 
I .in k ing Nos 2() (mcl 2 I is c1 sing le 
stcffcy hllilding, cement rencl0recl, \Vit h a .//\. 1;-,1 '-'(;·· 
slate roof and three sets of doors. /\ ~ l Vi. .,, " L . · 

hundred years ago it housc'cl a paintc'r's 
stores vvhose proprietor, Rohcrt Ratcliff, also l1,HI an 
address c1t no.22 where he described himself (str c'c l 
directory o f 1882) as a plumber and gasfiner. 
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_N11. .:? 1 was once the Unity 
Inn. Apart from its name and · 
lis1 of lie 'nsees, little is known 
about it. A ma n named Charles 
Sibll'y w.is I he licensee in the 
late I ~J1

" c •ntury lt is a timber 
framecl building on three floors, 
s tuccoed, , ith a hipped, tiled 
roof and moulded eaves cor­
nice. There is a ba window on ----the second floor and another on ! 
~-~~11 tl~i r:,\ 1~·! ~:>>:>r~t:~c (;:a:r~la!~~O L~~~ ed. ~~1~: ~;~~r~~t~'M"ij 
round with a r ·ct angul a r fanlig hl. 

.No. 22 is also limber framed, refaced. It is on three 
storeys, of" paint ·d brjck with a hipped , old lil ·cJ roof. 
It has a mould ·d , ooden ea cs cornice and end 
quoms. There is an o ·rhang lo the I ~)th c ·ntury 
s hop-front . 

i\lost of the prop -rti ·s along this side o l' Pa la · · St ree t 
be longed to Hugu enot o r Du tch weave rs during the 
I (i 1

" cent ury. When th e refugees fir s l a rr ived in Can-
1 crbury, cer la in res tr ic ti o ns were pl aced on 1heir trad ­
ing so I hat they would not affect the livclihoocl or local 
w •.ivers. In rel urn I hey were allowed ro pursu · I be 
r ·ligion for which the had been persecuted abroad . 
For a time the shar ·ci the church of St. lphcg · 'in 
such sort and in such t me a · 1 heir parishioners th ·r · 
be not hindered or disturbed at their common pray •r'. 
I.at er, when this arrangcm ·nt proved imprac ti ca l, they 
were allowed to worship in Ernu lf's Crypt at lh c wes l' ­
ern end of th e Cath edra l. In time the congregati o n 
lltcrc 11umbered two thou sand. 

Page 2 1 

, .%. -_;• is called th e Ol e! 
,. : Huguenot \'\'eavrr's Hot1 s<'. 

! -· °'"' an an1iq11e shop, it was 
once orrupi ·ct b) a manu­
far1 urrr or 111i11('ral \\'ater 
named Mrs M./\ . Robin s. 11 
is a fine I Ci' 11 n'nl11ry limber 

\ ii fram ed h o ll S(' with t hn.·c 
' J storeys and a g,1blC' . It has 

a well prc•sen·<'d mo11lclecl 
brcssumer 
and an over 
hang sup 
ported on 

joists with two me­
ciiev;il grotesque 

brackets. On the first fl oor is a 
lo ng, rn 11 II i on('d wi n ciow wit h 
l<'c1 d cd lig h1 s. The ground fl oor · 
shop fronl is nlso m ull ioned . 

• lh _!Vos. 24 and 25 ar 18 century pair, on thn'<' 
roreys, of paint ·d bri k with a hipp cl, til ·cl 

roof. There L a rainwater head between the two 
pr mises. The ground floor has early I D' 11 n•n 
lury shop-fronts and a door-case that has a 
p il as tered surround . No. 24 seems lo haw 
accommod a ted at I •ast lwo 1·ailors in the las t 
hundred years but o. 25 has had a varicly of 
businesses, from . elling bicycles to making 
watches. 
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N -xt to them is :No. 28, the old 
J(ing's School Shop, 
knovvn also as Sir John Boys' House. 

Sir John Boys was a recorder of Canterbury and a 
d is tinguished local figure who died in 1612 . 
Th e re is no evidence, however, that he owned the 
house or lived there. The date on the apex of the 
gable is l c; 17, fiv e years after Sir John's death and 
anywa y, according to the Canter-
bu ry archives, he lived in Broad .Jv" O. 2 8 
Street. Another name 
for the house is the 
Old Dutch House, a 
reference to the im ­
migrant weavers who 
seem to have lived in s:~:" 

i t originally. Cer­
tainly, the long, hori­
z.ontal windows are 
indicative ot the 
weavers' houses. ln 
the main it wc:1s occu­
pied by wealthy men, 
in 1841 by a man 
n am ed William 
Goulden. In l 882 it 
had become a confec­
tioners, the propri ­
etor Edmund Edney. 
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Then it became a teashop, called initially 'Ye Old 
Curiositce Shop' . Tl is a timber faced bu ildi ng with 
plaster infilling grooved in imitation of masonry. lt is 
of four storeys, with each floor overhanging th e one 
below. Th ese arc supported by fine ly carved 
grotesque brackets. The windows on the firs t and 
second floors are mullioned and transom cd . A nrns1 
curious feature is the slanting doorway, caused by lhe 
building leaning strongly to the nort h. It is t hought 
that the house was once twice its present size, as the 
Commissioners' Report of 1841 describes it as 'part o f 
a corner house' and that Nos 26 and 27 were buil t on 
the site of the demolished part. ll is separated f rom 
them by a gap about nine inches wide, now boarded 
up. This would account for its 'lean' although thi s has 
now been made safe by forcing the we igh! of t·he 
house back onto the central chimney b y means of 
upright beam s . 

ReturninR down the opposite side of Pa lace Street, 
next to the entrance to the Mint Yard is an I 8 11

' 

century terrace which follows the line caused b y the 
building of Lanfranc 's Palace, described on the ncx l 
page. Today it consists of twelve separate establi sh­
ments, all with I ~yi, century shop-fronts. Built of red 
brick (Nos. 3 5 and ]6 arc painted over) it is on two 
storeys with an old tiled roof Set in the roof arc 
seven tall chimney stacks and eleven dormers, eigh t 
of them hipped. By the late l 9 th century, No. 29 was 
occupied by Stephen Hudson, a blacksm ith, while­
next door at No. :10 lived a sewing mach ine agent 
named John Corner. Other occupants of the ter race 
included a wardrobe dealer, an umbrella maker, ;1 

potato merchant and gre~.n~rocers, and a lady, Mrs F 
Eyles, who described h,er premises as a milliner. 
There was also a boot-maker with the unlikely nam e 
of Crispin Shovclier. ,.r 
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Gateway to 
JJalace 

the Archbishop's 

O riginally constructed of stone and flint, the great gate­

way was rebuilt by Archbishop Parker in 1561 and restorec~ 
in the 20 1h century. The stone jambs are all that rerna111 of 
an earli e r ga teway. No's 41-43 are on three floors and 
44-4'1 on two all with mullioned windows in reel bnck ,_ . . . ' 111 

s urrounds. No. 45, which is stuccoed, has an early 19 
cen tury shop-front. in the centre of the ground floor is the 
sto n e c11Th through which numerous archbishops crnd 
crowned heads of England, among them Henry Vlll and 
E1i1:abetb l, passed through to various functions in their 
honour. The lower part of the archway is fitted with 
massive oak doors, the upper part with glass . Above the 
apex is a stone plaque bearing the Archbishop's coat of 
arms. 

Lant'ra nc's palace, of course, has long since gone. It caught 
fire several times, was rebuilt, additions were made and in 
the I th century it was partially destroyed by Cromwell's 
soldiers. Fragments 01· the original building rnay be seen in 
the present Old Palace that, despite its name, is compara­
t ively modern. At the time of Becket's murder , the palace 
enclos ure was very large and s tretched all the way from the 
Boroug h to Sun Street. No one today can be sure what it 
looked like. Willi am Gos tling, the historian, said in 1774 
that 'after so much destruction and s o many alterations 
..... it is hardly possible to torm any conjecture', but it 

seem~, reasonable to assun1e that the Great Hall was on the 
south side of the yard, running from east to west, 'vVith tbe 
d ini ng-room on the first floor and the kitchen at one l'.ncl, 
immediately opposite St Alphegc Church. 

.MJ_r, 4.[i-46 is a single-storied, s tu ccoed 
building with a tiled roof and two I ~t' ccn1 ury 
shop-fronts . During the latter par t of the 
ninct ecnrh ce ntury this was the home of the 
Cathedral Fire Brigade. A s team engin e , be ­
tween 60 and 70 horsepower and with ha lf a 
mile of hose , was kept in th e Palace Yard. In 
188 2 it was cap tained by H. C. Austin, Esq ., J.P., 
assisted by secretary, George Henry Delasaux 
and manned by seven volunteer firemen. The 
Brigade, by courtesy of the Dean and Chapter, 
was allowed to attend 'all fires in the co tmty' (a 
reference to Canterbury's county status, 
'distinct and quite separate from that of Kent ', 
which it was 
granted in 146 1 
and enjoyed for 
SOO years). 

No. 47 is also 
single -storied but 
of brick with an old 
tiled roof contain­
ing three skylights . 
lt was originally an 
out-building to 
Walpole House 
next door. 
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No.48 Walpole House, 
King's School is a 1are 18'" 
century building set back from the street 
beh ind a wall containing three separate gate­
ways. It s classrooms were built for Lhe 
Junior School in l9 l4. ln 1935 it was named 
after Sir Hugh Walpole, the nove li s t, who 
came here as a schoo lboy in l 8~)(j_ Ano th er 
novelist, Somerset Maugbam, began hi s 
schooldays at this house in l88 S, describing 
his arrival in 'Of Human Bondage'. 'When 
I hey got out of the train at Tercanbery, 
Philip l"clt sick with apprehension and dur­
ing tile drivl'. into the town sat pale and 
s i kn t. The high brick wall in front of the 
school gave it the look or a prison.' The 
building is of re el bri ck, three s toreys high, 
with a sem i-basement. It ha s a parapet with 
a s tone coping and a s tuccoed s tr ingcourse. 
TIJ -re is a recessed bay window with arcad­
ing over the first floor windows. The door­
case had a segmental fanlight, reeded frieze 
and two six-panelled doors. Five steps lead 
up to ii with a handrail on either side, and a 
l'ool -scraper. The rear elevation contains 
13

11
' century rernnanl"s of the Archbishop's 

Palace, including the porch . Beyond the 
bu ilding may b e seen a d e lightful close-up 
view of the twin west front towers of the 
Cathedral. 
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.Nr1s. so-s 1 arc co n- , 
. l ' ' ·1 18 117 ta11wc 111 a sing<' ce n-

tury b uilding on t·hr cc 
storeys, of painted brick, 
with a til cl rool'. On the 
l wo upper floor s are 
three sash windows wirh 
vertical hars. /\ three- .~ 
light sash window was · 
put in downstairs during 
the lat c 10 11

' ce ntury. At 
thal lime th e prem ises 
vvere occupied by a ,Mrs E. Escott , 
a stay and corset-maker. Next 
door at 5 I i <1t present an empty 
shop. 

~ 

J\0_ so I 
l't1Xc~IH\ltl~Jtt:lf.:l\\:H1111ml)l'.~1~fi~t'ii\','.rn.\'i~t~\g'~;1tir.;~m!rn 

.Mis. 52-s4 are also part of an l8 1
h 

century building on thr "e floors, of 
painted brick, although thr lower floor of 

No. 53 has been left in its 
j,. ,: iH:;:-::~:;;;··:;--7:! natural s t cltc.' . ll has a tiled 
l~1 ::;:_!}t>:+t::rrjil~l- roof ancJ a rainwater head . 

1

1 t~ ,· ,· <:~~-]~i]~:1 ~anrnel Corch~e l!, who was '!:1 
.:.,,,:~~,- ··' '··\11l!J: r 1 artist m glass lived at No. '.)2 

.. - · .... · · ,. J(- in 1882 . L'X
1

l door lo him 
.,,. were empty premises bur on 

the other side, lived J. 'I. 
Watson, who was a travelling 
draper. 
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%;1 J\lo_ 55 i 
~r,z;~~l~'.;.';'il.~"'&t~~m\SlJWkt~i~~ 

.Nc1ss.s-s6 are of' the same 
period, also on three floors, 
of painted brick, with an old 
tiled roof. Clemen t Clarke, 
tbe opticians, occupied No. 
55 in the l 920's and at S6 
(and 57) was W.A. Roper, a 
boot-maker. 

. N ii. S)" is l 811
' century, on two storeys, of painted 

brick with a tiled roof containing one dormer 
window. It bas a stone coping with two cambered 
s ash-windows and an early l 9th century shop-front 
with two simple door-cases. 
.Ni,. s8 is also l 811

' century, three storeys high, of 
painted brick. On the first floor is a reces sed 
French window set in 
an inverted bow with 
pilasters and two 
columns supporting a 
corn ice . In front of it is 
a wrought-iron balcony 
of a later date. There is 
a rainwater head be-

The Mayflower 
Restaurant was once 

an Inn where in l 620 Robert Cush ­
man transacted the hire of the fa­
mous ship, the 'Mayflower', which 
t·ook the Pilgrim Fathers to America. 
Robert married Sarah Jekel in St. 
Alphege Church , an indication per­
haps that the church had Puritan 
tendencies. In 160:) he was excom­
municated for refusing to attend 
established church services and was 
gao led in the city's Westgate . 

Five years later he took refuge with other 
Puritan exi les in the Low Countries. He and his son, 
Thomas, e ventually sailed to the New World in the 
'Speedwell'. Thomas married Mary Allerton, who also 
came from Can terbury, and one of their descendants was 
the American General, Robert E. Lee. Another passenger 
on the 'Speedwell' was Phillipe de la Noye who lived in 
Palace Street, Canterbury and lat er settled in New Ply­
mouth, Massachusetts . ln America he married into an ­
other famjly from Palace Street, the Cooks , and it was from 
this union that the American President, Franklyn Delano 
Roosevelt, was descended. The building has an l 8

111 

cen tury fac,:ade and is of painted brick, three storeys high . 
There are two sash windows set in moulded architraves. /\ 
painted board , depicting the 'Mayflower', is attached to 
the wall between the first floor windows . Above th e 
shop-front is a red blind with iron fittings. In l 882 th e 
proprietor was George Mene<:· Smith, 'the oil and colour 
man', a forerunner of the well-known chain of hardware 
stores. 
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.1/\.f[JS 60-6.1 are one building, the last in Palace 
Street before it joins up with Sun Street. ft is 
early l ~/1 century, re-fronted , on two storeys, 
No. 60 cement rendered and No. Ci 1 painted 
brick. In 1878 it was occupied by John Hobday 
who, like so many of his contemporaries in 
Palace Street, was a man of many occupations. 
In an advertisement inserted in the Canterbury 
Directory of that year he claimed to be a cabinet 
maker, upholsterer, auctioneer, appraiser, house 
agent, home decorator and an undertaker (and 
as if' that was not enough he added the word 
'cl"ce lcra' 1).Yel it is still nol economically viable 
enough (some would say fortunately) to tempt 
any of the big national chain stores to open a 
branch there. In the l () th century the multiplic-
ity of occupations ot· some of its inhabitants 
would indicate that _just one calling was insuffi ­
cient to make a decent living. fn the same era, 
the preponderance of t ca rooms and eating cs-
I ablishmcnts arc evidence that a great many 
visitors must have wandered down here, per­
haps after look­
ing round or wor­
shipping at the 
Ca thedral. Many ., 
of lhe buildings,· 
arc enormously 
rich in historic , 
_d_ocu mentatio_n. ' ·! a 
1 here can be few streets ~_f.. 60-6-1 " 
in England with so much 
evidence of early occupa-
1 ion. 

Throughout its history, 
Palace Street has been influenced 

by its connections with the Cathedntl. In its 
earliest days ii was the Palace and its environs, 
occupying almost the entire cast side of tlw 
street, which was the dominant factor. The 
Church of' St. Alphcgc was another powerful infl 11 
encc, al one time a haven for the Hup,ucnol 
refugees vvho do doubt laid the foundations of' 
the Puritanism so evident in Robert Cushman's 
time. Today it is a street of srnal1 businesses, the 
church once redundant but took on a new role 
quite some time ago of involvement wilh t·he 
community. Unlike Castle Street with it s blend of 
commercial and residential es tabli shments, 
Palace Street has few domestic households. 
Text: Audrey Bateman 
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