


THE NORMANS IN CANTERBURY

(The substance of a paper read at the Anglo-French Historical

Conference held at the University of Caen, July 1957. Reprinted,

by tpermission of the Editor, from Annales de Normandie,
May, 1958).

‘I*he title above summons up a vision of a vast range of subjects :
the monastic discipline of Lanfranc, the theology of St. Anselm,
the activities of Bishop Odo; the flowering of English Romanesque
architecture; the Canterbury school of illumination and calli-
graphy; the development of a greater borough under the invaders,
to name but some. The modest scope of a lecture, and the limita-
tions of the speaker must confine discussion to a few points from
the great number available.

Canterbury was the first inland borough entered by William. The
Duke moved from the battlefield of Hastings eastwards from Sussex
into Kent, his flank on the right well-protected by alternate series
of cliffs and marshes, such as the salt swamps around Romney or
the heights between Folkestone and Dover. Having taken the last-
mentioned place, together with its stronghold, William turned
away from the sea up the Roman road towards Canterbury. Very
soon he was encountered by a deputation from the city offering
submission. The deputation met William not far from Dover,
swore faith to him and gave hostages. The city, says the
chronicler, was full of fear, and rather than suffer destruction
through resisting, hastened to maintain its condition by obedience.

Occurrunt ultro Cantuarii [says William Poitiers] haud
procul a Dovera, jurant fidelitatem, dant obsides. Contre-
muit etiam potens metropolis metu, et, ne funditus caderet
ullatenus resistendo, maturavit impetrare statum obediendo
(1).

William of Poitiers goes on to say that the following day the
Conqueror arrived ad Fractam Turrimm. This has long been a puzzle,
and is as yet unsolved. The ““Broken Tower’ can hardly be far
from Canterbury, but no trace of such a name can be found in the
not-unplentiful local records. Perhaps there was in 1066 some
ruinous Roman building to which the term might apply. The
complete disappearance of a structure of the kind is understand-
able in the neighbourhood of Canterbury where an immense
amount of building in the Norman period and indeed all through

(1) Histoire de Guillaume le Conquérani, Editée et traduite par Raymonde
Foreville, p. 212. The * metropolis ’ is Canterbury, the ecclesiastical metropolis
of England.





































































	normans+
	normans-cant-01
	normans-cant-02
	normans-cant-02A
	normans-cant-02B
	normans-cant-02BX
	normans-cant-03
	normans-cant-04
	normans-cant-05
	normans-cant-06
	normans-cant-07
	normans-cant-08
	normans-cant-09
	normans-cant-10
	normans-cant-11
	normans-cant-12
	normans-cant-13
	normans-cant-14
	normans-cant-15
	normans-cant-16
	normans-cant-17
	normans-cant-18
	normans-cant-19
	normans-cant-20

